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After an election, it is always interesting to take a look back, especially here in Gilpin County.  


For those still unaware, work sessions will now alternate with Board of County Commissioner meetings – the January 25th work session was held to discuss rates for building permits, which translates to how much the building permit fee should be increased.  

Readers may recall, a work session(s) were conducted last year regarding trash disposal at the solid waste facility in mid-county.  As residents are now aware, those sessions resulted in the imposition of a fee for disposing of trash at the facility – a service that for several years has been free, at least to hear the politicians tell it.  This writer has lost track of just how many politicians have run on a platform of FREE TRASH.  


But then comes the annual tax notice and you realize it was never really free; you the taxpayer just haven’t been paying attention.  Here’s why.  

Take a close look at the tax entities listed on that annual tax notice (2010):  

· Boulder School RE-2

43.838 mills (Northern Gilpin County)
· County General Fund

  7.636

· County Public Works

    .847

· County Public Welfare

    .441

· County Library Fund

    .242

· County Retirement


    .390

· County Solid Waste

    .282

· County Abatement


    .090

· High Country Fire


  8.342


Yes, for County Solid Waste, you the tax payer have been supporting the county solid waste program all these years while being told by the politicians it was free.  Ever hear anyone challenge that claim?  This writer is just as guilty as the next person for not paying closer attention.     


While the first rebuttal to this is what a small amount it is, one has to agree the rhetoric of how great it has been all these years to have free trash disposal is a tad bit disingenuous, or perhaps a harsher label would be fraudulent when it is used to “persuade/bribe” voters into voting to return an incumbent to office or promote one to a higher officer.  

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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